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College of Education Dean Thomas
Koballa, Ph.D. (left) is pictured with
Jacob Baxter.
Department of Middle Grades and
Secondary Education Chair Amee
Adkins, Ph.D. (left) is pictured with
Jennifer Fortney.
Department of Elementary and Special
Education Chair John Hobe, Ed.D. (left)
is pictured with Mitchell Sexton.
 
College of Education (COE) majors were recognized during the Georgia Southern University Armstrong Campus Awards
Convocation ceremony held April 19 to recognize outstanding student achievement for the 2017-2018 school year.
COE Dean Thomas R. Koballa, Ph.D. presented the College of Education Dean’s Award to Jacob Baxter. A senior
health and physical education major, Baxter is commissioned as a Second Lieutenant for the Georgia National Guard.
The annual Dean’s Award if given to an outstanding student in the College who has excelled in academic achievement,
scholarship and service while also demonstrating leadership.
“In addition to his academic accomplishments, Jacob has been involved in a variety of service activities to promote health
and wellness at local, state and national gatherings,” said Koballa. “He is enthusiastic about the teaching profession, sets
high standards for himself and others and acts with integrity in every endeavor.”
Amee Adkins, Ph.D., chair of the Department of Middle Grades and Secondary Education, presented both the
undergraduate and graduate Outstanding Student Awards for the Department. The undergraduate recipient, Jennifer
Fortney, is majoring in secondary science education.
“She has demonstrated great promise as a future educator,” said Adkins. “She has designed and conducted an action
research project about the impact of using a student response system called Clickers, on student engagement and
achievement, which she presented at the Georgia Science Teachers Association.”
The graduate recognition was awarded to M.Ed. Curriculum and Instruction candidate Emily Freeman.
“As a military spouse, Emily will graduate with an exceptional academic record despite numerous relocations,” explained
Adkins. “She also has achieved certification from the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards, a prestigious
designation reserved for those who demonstrate accomplished teaching that serves students and their learning.”
John Hobe, Ed.D., chair of the Department of Elementary and Special Education, presented the undergraduate and
graduate recognitions for the Outstanding Student Awards in the Department.
The undergraduate achievement was awarded to Rayshawn Roberts, a elementary education major, who Hobe
commented will “bring good things to his classroom and community.”
“His precise planning and classroom management will create classroom environments where students will engage with
Rayshawn and other students in the class for high level learning activities,” Hobe added.
The Department’s Outstanding Graduate Student Award was awarded to Mitchell Sexton, who is completing a master’s
in reading on the Armstrong Campus. Hobe explained that Sexton is innovative in his thinking and research for the
education field.
“This forward movement will benefit students, their families and communities, and the American school system,
significantly,” said Hobe. “Mitchell’s belief in what we can achieve when working together is contagious, and can only lead
to good things.”
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In June, the College of Education’s (COE) Institute for STEM Education (i STEM ), which fosters science,
technology, engineering and math disciplines and outreach,will host two summer camps that offer middle and
high school students the opportunity to expand their minds while having fun.
Eagle Expedition and GenCyber Junior Detectives are returning camps that the Institute has offered in the past
and have been very popular with attendees.
“Summer camps with an education and learning focus allow students to get involved in areas they have an
interest in but may not get a deep exposure to in school,” said i STEM  Coordinator Kania Greer, Ed.D. “These
summer camps provide a different experience for students than a traditional camp.”
Eagle Expedition will be held June
24-29 at the UGA Marine Education
Center on Skidaway Island, Georgia.
This unique marine science
experience will offer students ages
13-18 the opportunity to learn
aspects of oceanography, including
marine life and the ecosystems
through hands-on field experience.
Activities include trawling to collect
and catalog marine specimens, river
kayaking and marsh transaction.
“Eagle Expedition takes students out
of classroom and into the Savannah
River,” said Greer. “This camp
allows students to spend a week on
Skidaway Island and work with
faculty and staff as they learn about
coastal ecology and science while
exploring the wonders of the
Georgia coast.”
On June 3-8, i STEM  will offer middle school students the opportunity to explore the ever-evolving field of
cybersecurity at the GenCyber Junior Detectives camp. A residential summer camp, participants will be housed
on the Georgia Southern University Statesboro Campus while learning how to protect and defend the nation’s
internet from groups and individuals who seek to exploit information networks.
“Students learn about why cyber security is important, and what to do to protect themselves online, as the internet
and technology are vital components in today’s society,” said Greer. “This camp takes place on the Statesboro
Campus and students become Eagles for a week by living in the dorms, eating in the Dining Commons and
engaging with faculty members from a variety of disciplines.”
For more information about these upcoming summer camps, including full and partial scholarships for Eagle
Expedition, visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/coe/stem/summer-camps.
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Three projects were awarded College of Education Seed Grants by the College’s Research Committee during the
2017-2018 academic year as well as two research assistantships awarded in spring 2018. The research
assistantship awards were new to the College’s internal research awards this year.
Faculty members Alisa Leckie, Ph.D., Amanda Wall, Ph.D., Elizabeth Prosser, Ph.D., and Peggy-Shannon Baker,
Ph.D. were recipients of seed grants. Shannon-Baker as well as Jonathan Hilpert, Ph.D. were selected to receive
research assistantships for the coming academic year.
Leckie and Wall, associate professors in the Department of
Middle Grades and Secondary Education, received research
support to document their collaborative work with teachers of
emergent English learners in Effingham County. Awarded in fall
2017, this grant has allowed the COE faculty members to work
closely with four teachers from Ebenezer Elementary School to
document the types of support they need to adjust their
instruction, assessment and evaluation practices to support the
emergent English learners they are working with for the first
time.
“Although all four teachers are veteran teachers and
considered to be master teachers by their peers, they have
never had a non-English speaking student in their classroom,”
explained Leckie. “I am working with them in the classroom to
adjust instruction to include an emphasis of vocabulary development, inclusion of visuals in instruction and
utilizing translation so that their emergent ELs have access to content area concepts and develop their English
skills.”
Once completed, Wall will interview teachers and students about their experiences. Results of the research will
include the development of newcomer kits that are available for emergent English learners and their teachers in
fall 2019 as well as new grading and assessment guidelines and suggested best practices for teachers.
Prosser, associate professor in the Department of Curriculum, Foundations and Reading,
received funding to purchase a leveled book collection that will provide a variety of books
that engage readers at various reading capabilities and interests. The book collection is a
part of Prosser’s latest research study titled, “Increasing Home Access to Print: Effects
on First-Grade Students’ Reading Achievement, Vocabulary Knowledge, Cognitive
Motivation and Reading Volume.”
“For 12 months, 20 first-grade students who are reading below grade level and who
come from low-income families are participating, along with a parent/caretaker, in two
things–Rotating Leveled Books and Gifted Books and Family Connection,” she
explained.
As a part of the project, Prosser will provide students with 12 leveled books that are
matched to the individual child’s reading level and interest. Students will keep the books
at home for a week and then meet with Prosser to discuss the books and exchange for a
new set of 12. The cycle will repeat. Participants will also receive books as gifts through
the Ferst Foundation for Childhood Literacy. Prosser will then discuss with parents and/or caretakers ways to
engage the child as they read the books.
Shannon-Baker, assistant professor in the Department of Curriculum, Foundations and Reading, along with M.Ed.
Counselor Education candidate Shaqueena Moore received seed grant funding from the College for a
collaborative manuscript project they plan to complete in summer 2017. The two have been working to develop a
theory of critical race hermeneutics, a theory that would be used to interpret how race, power, privilege and
oppression is represented in texts.
“This theory combines critical race theory and hermeneutics,” explained Shannon-Baker. “We completed a
literature review on each and will work over the summer on identifying the points of similarity and synergy
between the two in a manuscript we will submit for publication.”







Shannon-Baker was also the recipient of a research assistantship for the 2018-2019
academic year. Shannon-Baker explained that the research assistant will serve on two
projects that she is currently working on. One is a mixed-methods study using surveys
and interviews to investigate the training, background experiences and career pathways
for teacher educators who lead courses on multicultural education, diversity and social
justice.
“Whereas much of the research related to multicultural education focuses on students’
learning outcomes or how the courses are taught, this study asks: who are the faculty
teaching these courses, and how did they come to teach them?,” explained Shannon-
Baker.
The second project in progress for Shannon-Baker is a meta-analysis on the use of
mixed methods approaches in educational research. The purpose of this project is to
identify methodological trends in the use of multiple approaches in a single study (mixed
methods), and identify any designs or approaches that are not often used in order to
pinpoint potential areas for innovation in educational research.
Hilpert, associate professor in the Department of Curriculum, Foundations and Reading,
also received a research assistantship from the College. The graduate assistant working
with Hilpert will help to conduct a classroom social network research project that will
assess the interactive and collaborative relationships that students form during active
learning.
“I have spent the last two years refining survey procedures for collecting network data
that can be used for classroom research,” Hilpert explained. “This project will utilize a
case study approach and social network analysis to examine the how natural variation in
active instruction is related to the underlying network structure of post-secondary
engineering education classrooms.”
The results of Hilpert’s research will inform the literature on active instruction and
classroom assessment in higher education.
Seed grants are funded by the College of Education for the purpose of providing initial, or
“seed,” funding for research proposals that support the institutional research agenda of
the College. This includes the advancement of the COE’s mission and conceptual framework commitments as
well as having a significant impact on the College’s outreach to P-12 and community constituents and
enhancement of the College’s capacity to conduct significant education research.
The College also awards research assistantships that are competitively reviewed by the College’s Research
Committee and Deans and Chairs Committee. Careful consideration is given to the benefit of both the faculty
member as well as the student completing the research, ensuring that both parties will benefit academically from
the collaborative research efforts. Research assistantships were awarded this spring for the following academic
year.
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Pictured (l-r) are MAT candidates Hayward Johnson and Nicole McIntyre, COE faculty Heather Scott, Ed.D. and Lacey
Huffling, Ph.D., and MAT candidates Oliva Coumes and Britt Gantt.
 
College of Education (COE) Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) candidates shared classroom research and
experiences during two recent conferences.
At the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) 2018 Conference, held March 15-18 in Atlanta, Georgia,
MAT Secondary Education, biology concentration students Hayward Johnson, Nicole McIntyre and Britt Gantt
and chemistry concentration student Olivia Coumes presented alongside COE faculty members Lacey Huffling,
Ph.D. and Heather Scott, Ed.D. The presentation, titled “Ecological Considerations: Providing Access for All
Students,” discussed how to highlight research of diverse field ecologist, develop inquiry tasks with animal
photographs and the creation differentiated performance tasks for middle school students.
It was the graduate students’ first experience presenting at a national conference.
“I feel like I grew as much in the three days I was at NSTA as I did during my first year teaching,” said Johnson.
“Being a part of the groundbreaking strategies and growing passion that other teachers shared has encouraged
me to do whatever I can to change the mindset of education in myself, my fellow teachers, and, most importantly,
my students.”
McIntyre added that the experience was “empowering” and that she formed many connections, attributing the
opportunity back to Georgia Southern University.
“Georgia Southern has always been supportive of my educational journey,” she said. “I’ve been able to participate
in research, become a radio host, become a photographer, a videographer, become a teacher, and now Georgia
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Presenting at the STEM Teaching and Learning Conference were
Britt Gantt (left) and Kristin Lecomte.
Southern has allowed me to become a presenter at my first national conference.”
Regina Collins, MAT Middle Grades Education, math/science concentrations candidate, attended the NTSA
conference as well.
Additionally, MAT candidates participated in
the March STEM Teaching and Learning
conference held in Savannah, Georgia. Gantt
presented with MAT Secondary Education,
biology concentration candidate Kristin
Lecomte. “Looking for Resources for Your
Science Classroom?” allowed the science
teachers to share information about the work
they have completed to redesign life science
kits provided by the University’s Project Sense
to provide more hands-on, inquiry lessons.
“The STEM Teaching and Learning
Conference was a great experience as a new
teacher,” said Gnatt. “There were numerous
sessions you could join to learn about a
multitude of topics. On top of that, presenting
at the conference was a great experience that
allowed me to think forward to presenting and
attending additional conferences.”
Fellow MAT Secondary Education candidate
Zachary Weaver who is studying a
concentration in biology, also contributed to
the presentation materials.
Project Sense, a University initiative since
1989, provides K-12 classroom teaching kits
for earth, life and physical sciences. The
students also provided information about this
project and how it can best support teachers.
For more information about the Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) programs at Georgia Southern University,
visit coe.georgiasouthern.edu/mat
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